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the DeutsMaud's band at the same moment playing
the appropriate national air. The usual procedure
is that, after a toast to his own sovereign, the host
proposes, in turn, the health of the ruler or chief mag-
istrate of each country represented at the table,
these toasts being given in the order of rank of the
senior officer present.

In this case the first toast was naturally one to
the health of the German Emperor, then one to the
Queen of England; and though the next should have
been to the President of the United States because
we had a squadron commander present, Prince Henry
made it to the Czar of Russia, represented by a
captain, and placed the President of the United
States at the end of the list. With the toast to the
President the band played "Hail, Columbia."

For many years in our service confusion existed
as to the identity of the national air of the United
States. This was due to the assignment by navy
regulations of one air, "The Star-Spangled Banner,"
to be played at morning colors, and another, "Hail,
Columbia," at evening colors. Characteristic in-
stances of the embarrassment, in the exchange of
international courtesies, which naturally resulted
from this circumstance had frequently come to my
notice. Now, as the guests were reseating themselves
after this toast, I reminded the prince that "Hail,
Columbia," was not our national air.

"What is it?" his Highness asked.